
OLVER RENEWS ATTACK ON GLOBAL WARMING
February 10, 2005

  
  WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) reintroduced House legislation to fight global warming. The Climate Stewardship Act would set a cap for heat-trapping pollution responsible for global warming, while creating a market-based system encouraging maximum technological innovation and profitable opportunities for companies to cut emissions. 

 Republican and Democratic House members sponsoring the Climate Stewardship Act stood together in the Capitol today alongside Sens. John McCain (R-AZ) and Joe Lieberman (D-CT), who reintroduced a companion measure today. 

 Olver announced the House bill today together with Congressman Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) and other original cosponsors. Olver and Gilchrest introduced the bill in the 108th Congress and today committed to renewing their fight against global warming. Olver and Gilchrest are co-chairs of the Climate Change Caucus, a clearinghouse for information and a forum to build support for appropriate and pro-active environmental policy. 

 Olver said, "Now is the time for bold leadership at the federal level. The market-based emissions trading program envisioned in the Climate Stewardship Act is both feasible and effective. This bill takes advantage of American ingenuity and know-how. We must use available solutions, create new technology, and get to work." 

 The new measure would save money and encourage innovation through a flexible trading mechanism, allowing companies reducing emissions below required levels as well as companies achieving their caps ahead of schedule to bank or sell emission credits. Companies would also be able to acquire credits from other companies in order to comply with the law. 

 Last fall, the Arctic Council released the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment which concluded that the Arctic is warming much faster than other areas of the world and that much of this change is linked to human-generated greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Olver said, "The findings of the Arctic assessment further illustrate the urgency with which we must pursue climate change policy. Greenhouse gases are accumulating in the earth’s atmosphere. These accumulations are predominantly caused by human activities. Temperatures are rising, and impacts are being observed. The time to act is now." 

 Scientists say global warming is caused mainly by carbon dioxide emitted from the burning of fossil fuels. These emissions cause a heat-trapping blanket to form in the atmosphere, raising temperatures and threatening our health, our economy and the environment. The National Academy of Sciences and many other experts say today’s unprecedented warming trend simply cannot be explained by natural forces alone. 

 Global warming is a real concern for Massachusetts and citizens in the First District. 

 According to the Environmental Protection Agency, in the next century, Massachusetts could see a temperature increase of 1 to 8 degrees Fahrenheit during winter and spring, with an increase of 2 to 10 degrees during summer and fall. The number of very hot days and heat waves would also be expected to increase, causing more unhealthy code red pollution days for seniors and those with asthma or other health problems. Temperature changes could also affect species significant to the region, such as sugar maple trees. A warming climate could affect fall foliage and sharply reduce maple syrup production, a cultural tradition in the Northeast. 

 A United Nations Environmental Program report notes that low-lying ski resorts, like those in Massachusetts, are in danger of closing due to global warming. Coastal erosion and damage, also a problem in Massachusetts, could also increase with advancing sea level rise.  
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